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Some options new to NZ – DRASTIC 
Developed by Craig Brown (CBC Wastewater) with input from Dr Kepa Morgan 

DRASTIC = Decentralised Reduction at Source 

to Implement Change 

 

 

 

Separation of urine and faecal matter at the WC 

Urine pipe 

Faeces pipe 



Some options new to NZ – DRASTIC – 9(?) separate cluster schemes 

 
Urine 

Separating 

Toilet 

Urine pipe 

Faeces pipe 

Central flow balancing 

pump chamber 

LPED discharge or filter and spray irrigation 

Grey water sources: 

• Sinks 

• Washing 

Machine 

• Shower etc. 

Pump 

Pump 

Central 

storage 

tank 

Truck out of catchment 

for use as fertiliser, e.g. 

on farmland 

6000L STEP tank with two chambers 

500L urine chamber with pump 

5500L septic tank chamber with filtered pump 

On each property 

Requires Consents 

and Approvals 
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Cost to individuals of OSET 

Cost varies for each household: 

• Compliant drainage required for all OSET options 

• Cost depends on property and existing system 

• Consent requires compliant septic tank (OSET 2 & 3)  

• Many old septic tanks will need replacement 
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DRASTIC - new to NZ 
 Preliminary MoH subsidy position 

• eligible for subsidy for interceptor tank and 
downstream, but not for works inside houses 

• if the system stacks up on its own merits,  eg 
cost, sustainability, reliability, proven 
performance, user acceptability etc,   it would 
be eligible for subsidy 

• current overseas experience relevant 
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