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MINUTES OF ROTORUA PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD THURSDAY, 25 JUNE 2015 AT 12.30pm 

 THE ROTORUA LAKES COUNCIL COMMITTEE ROOM 1 
 
PRESENT: Warren Webber (Chair) –  Lakes Water Quality Society Inc 

Geoff Rice  –  Tapuika Iwi Authority 
Peter Staite – Ngati Te Kahu/Ngati Hurunga Te Rangi 
Andrew Te Amo –  Ngati Whakaue/CNI   
Geoff Palmer _ Rotorua Lakes Community Board   
Fred Whata _ Ngati Pikiao  
Jimi McLean _ Ngati Makino     
Louise Kirk _ Ngati Hurunga Te Rangi 
Tamara Mutu –  Ngati Hurunga Te Rangi 
Gareth Bowen –  Timberlands 
Manu Pene _ Tuhourangi Tribal Authority 
Leilani Ngawhika _ Te Arawa Lakes Trust 
Alamoti Te Po                      _          CNI Iwi Land Management Ltd 
Gina Mohi                            _          Ngati Rangiwewehi  
Wally Lee                             _         Tuhourangi/Ngati Wahio 
Dave Donaldson                  _          RLC, Deputy Mayor               
Jim Bradley –  TAG Chairperson  
Annaka Davis                      _           Toi Te Ora Public Health 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: Kevan Brian                       _            Mott MacDonald 
Ann Nicholas                      _           Sigma Consultants 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Greg Manzano                     _           Manager Water Planning, Water Solutions  
Alison Lowe  _  Environmental Scientist, Solid Waste & Sustainability 
Riaan Rossouw                    _          Lead Engineer, Water Planning, Water Solutions  
 
              _  

APOLOGIES: 
 
 
 

Marama Meikle                    _           Ngati Hurunga Te Rangi 
Roku Mihinui _ Te Arawa Lakes Trust  
Rangitihi Pene                     _           Tuhourangi Tribal Authority 
Jimi McLean                       _            Ngati Makino(for lateness)      
 Andy Bell    _   Director, Water Solutions  
 Andrew Te Amo                 _            Ngati Whakaue/CNI (for early departure) 

  Antoine Coffin                     _           Te Onewa Consultants Ltd 
    Alamoti Te Pou    _   CNI Iwi Land Management Ltd (for early departure) 
 
12.30pm – 3pm COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 
 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
 Apologies noted above 
 

 Resolved 
 

 That the apologises be received 
 

Geoff Rice/Warren Webber 
CARRIED 
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2. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES FROM 20 MAY 2015 
 

 
  Resolved 

 
  That the review and approval of the previous minutes be received 

   Tamara Mutu/Warren Webber 
 CARRIED 

 
 
 
3. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

Agenda 
Item No 

Action Assignee 

6b 
Is Nano filtration applied to waste water treatment plants 
internationally 
(Warren Webber) 

Jim Bradley to 
discuss in the 
meeting 

7 
Establish a page on the Te Arawa Lakes website for the Committee as 
a repository for information. 

Hilda King – under 
action – will inform 
the Committee when 
this is completed 
and provide the link. 

7 Ask Antoine for more information on gasification(Peter Staite) 
Warren Webber - to 
be discussed in the 
meeting 

 
 

Leilani Ngawhika commented that the Te Arawa Lakes is located at www.rotorualakes.co.nz website – 
BOPRC with reference to Action 7. 

 
3.1 Warren Webber recommended that the notes from the morning’s workshop be incorporated into the 

minutes of this meeting so that there was a formal record of those proceedings. 
 
 

 Resolved 
  
 That the recommendation that the notes from the workshop be incorporated into the minutes of this 

meeting. 
Alamoti Te Pou/Manu Pene 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
4. NOTIFICATION OF GENERAL BUSINESS ITEMS – REFER LATER AGENDA ITEM 8 

 
 
None 

 
 
 
 

http://www.rotorualakes.co.nz/
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5. UPDATES 
 
 

A. CULTURAL  ASSESSMENT SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE   
Gina Mohi - the subcommittee have been waiting on information. Today’s workshop has yielded 
a substantial amount of information the CAS to consider at their meeting.       

 

 

B. OTHER UPDATES – INCLUDING REMAINING TECHNICAL QUESTIONS RAISED BY  
  RSPC. (ATTACHMENT 1)  

 Jim Bradley spoke to a power point presentation. 

 Refer Slides 14 &15 “TAG’s SUGGESTION TO RSPCC & RLC ON HOW TO HANDLE 
 “ADD-ON’S” IN THE FUTURE PROJECT.  

Resolved 
  

 That the Committee accept in principle the TAG’s suggested approach to add-ons. 
Warren Webber/Peter Staite 

CARRIED 
 
Annaka Davis spoke to a power point on Virus Treatment questions. 
Refer Slides 20, 21, 22, 23 VIRUS TREATMENTS 
 
Kevan Brian – a 0.01 membrane is not practical for an MBR. Membranes are cleaned every 30 
minutes and backwashed with sodium hypochlorite – a disinfectant.  
Jim Bradley – the starting point is the discharge point and what is the contact/exposure to cause 
illness. Public health is paramount. 
Tamara Mutu – if discharging to land and the norovirus is present in the treated waste water – what 
is their life span and is there an accumulation issue. 
Kevan Brian – the soil will have an effective pore size less than the membrane. The soil is a very fine 
filter. 
Annaka Davis – the viruses have a limited life span in the environment – maximum 12 months. 
Kevan Brian – the issue is runoff into waterways – need buffer zones to alleviate this. 
Warren Webber – could we get capex/opex costs regarding the installations of UV plants. UV 
treatment should be allowed for as an add-on. 
Jim Bradley – options 3A and 6 could be both plumbed for second stage of disinfection at a later 
date if required.. 
Annaka Davis – virus testing is expensive. If there are E-coli present, viruses will be as well. 
However e-coli are not a reliable indicator of faecal contamination. 
Jim Bradley – under the microbiological water quality guidelines from the Ministries of Health and 
Environment, for human wastewater discharge, reliance cannot be just on the indicator bacteria. A 
microbiological risk assessment must be undertaken (part of the consent process) – that looks at the 
receptors – eg – freshwater crayfish. You look at the dilution and the dispersion in the receiving 
environment – that will be in Professor Hamilton’s work.  
Annaka Davis – as part of the consent process the Ministry of Health would need to be satisfied 
the areas of disposal are inaccessible to the public. Viruses on the surface will be killed by UV – 
the sun. We will also obtain more information on micro pollutants. 

 

8. GENERAL BUSINESS (This Item was discussed next) 

 

A. DISCHARGE LOCATION FIELD TRIP  

Warren Webber - the proposal is this that the Committee have a field trip to the potential sites.  
Jim Bradley – the most/least preferred option, for CAS, is the site close to the treatment plant.    
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Warren Webber - this site embraces the gabion basket diffuse discharge site. The other is near the bridge. 
Tamara Mutu – would it be useful if the CAS had all the information before visiting all the sites? 
Warren Webber – I will be guided by what the CAS decides. After the presentation of the site visits, there 
was a suggestion that it would be useful to have a look. 
Dave Donaldson – Peter has often expressed the request that however the treated wastewater is 
discharged there is a visual aspect. If there was a gabion water fall effect, with discharge trickling down 
over rocks and through a pumice filter. Could we have some concepts drafted?   
Warren Webber – this will probably be just a preliminary visit – as we progress there will a need to have 
more. 

 

B.      INFORMATION REPOSITORY  

Hilda King has started this process of posting information to the Rotorua Lakes website. Committee 
members will be provided with the link and a password to the secure site. 

 

C.  STORMWATER CONSIDERATIONS (ATTACHMENT 2)    

  Greg Manzano -   this project is now ready for public consultation. RLC would like the RSPC Committees 
  advice and guidance on how to proceed with consultation.  

  Riaan Rossouw and Ann Nicholas spoke to a power point presentation.  

  Greg Manzano – at the next meeting it is proposed to present a consultation plan, issues and options   
  document for the Committees consideration. 

 

D. OTHER  

 Geoff Palmer –what is the Regional Council’s view on alum dosing? 
  Warren Webber – the BOPRC have mostly been involved with alum dosing issues into the lake – in stream 
 injections. In terms of its use at the plant, BOPRC would not be involved – it is a very common technology. 
 Alison Lowe – the alum is going to end up in the sludge. 
 Jim Bradley – Professor Hamilton’s effects study has modelled the alum dosing to the stream staying and 
 being removed. 
 Peter Staite – what is the role of the Regional Council in this process? 
 Warren Webber – they are invited as observers – Andy Bruere is on the TAG, so he very much involved. 
 The consenting process is separate from the work that Andy Bruere is doing. 
 Jim Bradley –the formal RMA process is not compromised by representatives from the Regional Council 
 and the Ministry of Health being able to participate in committees e.g. RSPC. There is a clear separation. 
 Warren Webber – in the beginning it was decided that the BOPRC representatives be included in the 
 committee membership. If there is to be a change, this can be followed up in the next meeting. 
 Geoff Rice – it allows them to be accurately informed 
 

6. STOCKTAKE OF TOTAL PACKAGE  

Greg Manzano spoke to slide 24. 

Effects Study by Professor Hamilton to be submitted to TAG on the 15 July 2015.  
Site Location Discharge – has been discussed but with no resolution yet made. 
Cultural Assessment is progressing. 
Further investigations requested will be presented at the RSPC meeting on the 28 July 2015.  
Professor Hamilton will present the Effects Study at the RSPC workshop on the 28 July 2015. 
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7. NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY 28 JULY 2015 COMMENCING AT 8.15AM AT THE WWTP FOLLOWED 
 BY WORKSHOP/MEETING 10AM TO 3PM. 

 

 

9. KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA  

 Meeting closed at 3pm with a Karakia by Manu Pene.  

 

 

 ACTIONS 

 

Agenda 
Item No 

Action Assignee 

8d 
To consider the membership BOPRC/MOH representatives on the 
RSPC 

Warren Webber 
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